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Ogra Fianna Fail is pleased to launch this Irish language policy
programme. This programme has been written to capture Ogra Fianna
Fail's vision of the Irish language promotion in a wide variety of
settings.

These policies have been reviewed and updated by members of Ogra
Fianna Fail to propose solutions to challenges that the Irish language
faces both in the short and long term.

One of Fianna Fail's core aims and objectives is to promote excellence
in the Irish language, heritage and arts. Doing so across all of Irish
society is not an easy task and is a long term objective of the party.
That said, we are not afraid to convey our views on how this can be
undertaken and hope that the following proposals will spark a
conversation on how the Irish language can become a key part of
modern Irish society as a living language.



Gaeltacht Areas

The following is a brief condensation of the linguistic situation
in the Gaeltacht, which is in need of knowledgeable
recognition nationally and immediate government support:

According to the 2016 Census, there are over 26,000 people
living in Gaeltachtai Out of this number over 66,000 people
speak Irish. However, only 23,000 of these people speak Irish
on a daily basis outside the education system. In areas such as
Conamara Theas and Qiledin Arann (South Conamara and the
Aran Islands), An Daingean (West Kerry) and Gaoth Dobhair
(Northwest Donegal) there are still strong Irish-speaking
communities. However, these communities are in serious
language decline. According to the “Comprehensive Linguistic
Study of the Usage of Irish in the Gaeltacht", of the 155
electoral divisions in the Gaeltacht, only 21 are communities
where Irish is spoken on a daily basis by 67% of the people.
This decline is further compounded by the provision of state
services in Gaeltachtai through English alone.

In regards to schooling, according to a study conducted by the
“The Educational Council for Gaeltacht and Irish-medium
Schools” many Gaeltacht schools are facing a crisis that could
possibly see a large decline in the number of schools teaching
through Irish in 20 years' time. Many schools have already
started teaching through English alone. Furthermore, parents
feel that any efforts they make to pass on Irish to their
children are nullified by the education system in the
Gaeltacht. A study of the bilingual competence of fifty home
speakers of Irish, aged seven to twelve, by the "The
Educational Council for Gaeltacht and Irish-medium Schools”
showed that early unbalanced exposure to English damaged
the standard of among the Irish Gaeltacht youth. This in turn
enhances the dominance of English among young Gaeltacht
speakers.

Other issues which are causing the decline of Irish in the
Gaeltacht include the settling of monolingual English speaking
people in Gaeltachtai. This is having an impact on the social
dominance of Irish in the Gaeltacht whereby English becomes
the communicative social norm due to the monolingualism of
the English speakers unable to communicate in Irish.
Furthermore, the lack of employment opportunities to entice
Irish speakers to stay in the Gaeltacht is also impacting on the
Gaeltacht.

It is evident that a plan must be developed and implemented
immediately in order to reverse the decline of the Gaeltacht
and create a sustainable Irish-speaking community there. The
following recommendations are proposed:

1. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the government, in co-operation
with relevant Gaeltacht and Irish language bodies, to
immediately develop and implement an updated plan, to
supplement the “20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language
2010-2030", in order to arrest the decline of Gaeltachtai,
sustain Irish-speaking communities and guarantee their long-
term future. Ogra Fianna Fail recommends that such a plan
should draw on and implement the recommendations of “The
Comprehensive Linguistic Study of the Usage of Irish in the
Gaeltacht”. This includes the adoption of the
recommendations made by this study for the development of
Family Support Centres and Youth Services, in order to foster
the development of youth culture through Irish.

2. Ogra Fianna Fail calls for the creation of three linguistic
zones in the Gaeltacht, as suggested by “The Comprehensive
Linguistic Study of the Usage of Irish in the Gaeltacht”. They
are as follows: Category A : >67% daily Irish-speaking,
Category B: 44% -66% daily Irish-speaking and Category C:
<43% - daily Irish-speaking. This would provide for better
recognition of the current linguistic status of wvarious
Gaeltachtai, and allow for better focusing of support based on
individual area’s needs. Designation of Category C should not
be seen as a precursor to loss of Gaeltacht status, rather,
direct action to be taken to revitalise the Irish-speaking
communities in these areas.

3. Ogra Fianna Fail acknowledges the impact that monolingual
English speakers can have on a Gaeltacht and the
responsibility they have in maintaining and strengthening the
position of Irish as the community language. Ogra Fianna Fail
also notes the responsibility of Gaeltachtai to ensure that Irish
speaking is prioritised within their community to ensure that
the vibrancy of the language is protected and maintained, and
the government’s responsibility to assist them in this regard.

4. Ogra Fianna Fail recognises the role of community groups
in the promotion and the development of Gaeltachtai, both
socially and linguistically, and calls for increased support and
resources to be made available to ensure this is continued and
expanded.

5. Ogra Fianna Fail calls for the creation of language
development areas outside of the Gaeltacht. These would be
areas identified as being promising candidates for guided
development into Irish-speaking communities but are not
currently in the Gaeltacht, and may never have been a part of
the Gaeltacht nor located near it.

6. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the Department of the Gaeltacht
to co-ordinate with the Department of jobs, enterprise and
trade to escalate Udrarads na Gaeltachta's participation and
profile in IDA activities to promote industrial growth and
trade with Gaeltacht regions. In addition, Ogra Fianna Fail
calls for Gaeltacht regionsto be categorised as Strategic
Development Zones (SDZ) to further incentivise industrial
growth, trade and development.






The Irish Language and the
Education System

Teanga 1/T1 = Oideachas tri Ghaeilge. Teanga 2/T2 =
Oideachas tri Bhéarla.

1. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the Government to provide
increased funding and support for all Teanga 1 schools. This
extra support shall go along with frequent inspection of these
schools to ensure that the teaching of all subjects, with the
exception of the subject of English, is through Irish.

2. Ogra Fianna Fail believes that primary and secondary
education in Gaeltachtai should be done through Irish alone.
All subjects would be taught through Irish, with the exception
of the subject of English. Those who live in the Gaeltacht, but
wish to have their children educated through English, would
be allowed to send their children to schools outside the
Gaeltacht. Priority should be given to making all schools in
Category A Gaeltachtai solely Irish medium, followed by those
in Category B Gaeltachtai and then those in Category C
Gaeltachtai.

3. Ogra Fianna Fail acknowledges the views expressed by Irish
students, past and present, in regards to the Irish language
curriculum at primary and post-primary level, whereby they
highlight the inability of the curriculum to give them a
working knowledge of Irish. Therefore, Ogra Fianna Fail
requests that the Department of Education and Skills, the
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment and Foras na
Gaeilge, jointly conduct an extensive review of primary and
post-primary Irish language teaching and learning.

4. Ogra Fianna F3il proposes that the first four years of all
primary level education should be through Irish and calls on
the Department of Education and Skills to prepare and
implement such a plan within the next 6 years. This will be
accompanied by rapid expansion of initial teacher education
through the medium of Irish, such as the case of the B.Oid tri
Ghaeilge in Marino Institute of Education, and upskilling
opportunities for currently qualified primary school teachers.

5. Ogra Fianna Fail recommends that two separate lIrish
language subjects should be jointly developed by the
Department of Education and Skills and Foras na Gaeilge, at
post-primary level, in order to replace the current manner in
which Irish is taught. One such subject should be dedicated to
“Practical Irish” which focuses on teaching and examining the
students’ spoken, listening, reading, understanding and
written skills. This subject should also include study of the
student's own dialect (elective), other Irish dialects and the
Official Standard. This subject should be examined with a
practical exam in the style of the ‘Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge
(TEG) pitched at the correct level for the individual student.
This ensures practical internationally recognised qualification
and standardisation for second-level graduates. The additional
subject should be optional and dedicated to “Irish Literature”,
where historical and contemporary Irish language poetry and
literature would be examined.



6. Ogra Fianna Fail recommends that immersion education
should be made available at primary and post-primary level
education, whereby students spend three weeks in the
Gaeltacht learning Irish in a community setting and see its
practical usage on a daily basis. This should be funded fully for
pupils to ensure equitable access. Ogra Fianna Fail recognises
the difficulty experienced by students in maintaining their
Irish language fluency during the summer months and
therefore recommends that a place on an lIrish language
summer course in the Gaeltacht be made available to all
students, funded entirely by the government. Students would
be required to apply to the Department of Education to avail
of this funding.

7. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the Department of Education and
Skills to study the feasibility of Teanga 2 schools offering
individual subjects through Irish as well as through English in
cases where there is sufficient demand.

8. Ogra Fianna Fail calls for the creation and expansion of
Irish medium, primary and post-primary, initial teacher
training courses. The aim of such a course would be to train
teachers to a high standard of Irish to guarantee a continuous
supply of highly trained Irish teachers for the education
system.

9. Teachers should be able to avail of Irish language renewal
courses while in-service. This may form part of a continuous
professional development system. Such courses should be
held in the Gaeltacht or in local T1 schools. This will allow
teachers to be immersed in Irish in order to maintain and
improve their standard of Irish.

10. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the government to fund and
support the establishment, development and growth of more
T1 schools throughout the country, as there is an evident
demand expressed by many communities nationally. All newly
built schools should also explore the feasibility of becoming
T1 schools.

11. Irish language support services for Irish-speaking children
with disabilities should be made available in the Gaeltacht,
Gaelscoileanna and Gaelcholaisti.

12. Ogra Fianna Fail believes that the Irish language cannot be
strengthened through the education system alone, and
recognises the need for Irish to be used outside the education
system on a daily basis. Ogra Fianna Fail recognises that
learning does not end when one exits full time education. In
particular we recognise the important role older people can
play in promoting the daily use of Irish. Therefore we
recommend that centres for the Irish language be established
in towns and cities throughout the state with sufficient levels
of Irish speakers. Potential areas can be determined by the
CSO. These centres can facilitate the use of Irish on a daily
basis outside the education system for those who wish to
converse in Irish. Furthermore, a variety of services through
Irish can be offered in such centres, such as Irish language
classes catered to all age groups, Irish language homework
clubs and translation services.



The Irish Language and the

State

1. Ogra Fianna Fail calls for the “20-Year Strategy for
the Irish Language” to be reviewed and reformed.
Failure to implement all aspects of this strategy has
prevented progress in developing the use of the
language up to now. A reinvigorated new version, with
realistic aims, supported by evidence-based approaches
that will increase and strengthen the number of Irish
speakers nationally, must be created and implemented
in full.

2. Ogra Fianna Fail wants the creation of a “Department
of Irish and the Gaeltacht” and a “Minister of Irish and
the Gaeltacht” with the responsibility to review and
implement the “20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language”
and to prepare and implement other local and national
strategies, including ones specific to the Gaeltacht, for
the Irish language.

3. The Department of An Taoiseach must show ardent
leadership in pushing for Irish language legislation. It
must lead by example by providing its services through
Irish with the “Active Offer” system. Furthermore, it is
our belief that an “lrish Language Office” in the
Department of An Taoiseach must be created in order
to work closely with the “Department of Irish and the
Gaeltacht” and An Coimisinéir Teanga.

4. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the Minister for Transport,
Tourism and Sport to implement the dual-language road
sighage which has been lobbied for by Conradh na
Gaeilge which gives the Irish language equal parity with
English on the state’s road signage. The Irish text would
be above the English text. This equal signage would be
introduced on a phased basis as old signage is replaced
thereby making this step cost neutral.
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5. Ogra Fianna Fail believes that ultimately all state and
public services should be available in Irish and English.
Ensuring that both Irish and English speakers have
access to the highest quality without compromise, Ogra
Fianna Fail calls on state and public body employers to
create jobs for Irish-speaking services.

6. Ogra Fianna Fail supports an “Active Offer” approach
to Irish language service provision. This means all public
bodies would be required to make it clearly known to
service users at the point of use that the particular
service is available through Irish in order to prevent
confusion over their availability to those who wish to
use Irish. Furthermore, introduction from all services
would be bilingual, starting with Irish, then English
translation.

7. The Official Languages Act 2003 and the Office of
Language Commissioner must be strengthened in order
to expand the quality and quantity of services through
Irish nationally and locally. This can be done by hiring
more individuals with the necessary skills to work in the
office of An Coimisinéir Teanga, and by giving An
Coimisinéir Teanga power to impose fines on public
bodies which do not comply with the Official Languages
Act 2003.

8. In order to increase the number of Irish language
products and services in the private sector, Ogra Fianna
Fail encourages incentives for companies in Ireland
which offer their services through Irish. Incentive to be
chosen by the relevant department in whatever form
deemed appropriate.
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Irish Language and the Media

1. Ogra Fianna Fail recognises the excellent job done
by Teilifis na Gaeilge Ceathair (TG4) in providing an
Irish language television service on a low budget.

2. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the Department of Tourism,
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media to increase
funding for TG4 so as to increase its ability to provide
high-quality Irish language content.

3. Ogra Fianna Fail recommends that use be made of
technological advances to enable viewers of TG4 to
choose between having Irish/English/Other/no
subtitles at all on during programmes. This would
enable viewers to have a totally immersive experience
of Irish and would aid the hard-of-hearing and learners
of the language,both domestically and abroad.

4. Ogra Fianna Fail calls for the banning of all
advertising on TG4 that is not through Irish in
recognition of the amount of airtime taken up by
advertisements and its effect on the immersive
experience for learners in particular.

5. Ogra Fianna Fiil welcomes the “Medin Ghaeilge RTE,
Action Plan 2015-2019", its 2019-2022 language
scheme, and its upcoming scheme launched by Raidié
Teilifis Eireann (RTE) and hopes to see its continued
effective implementation as soon as possible.

6. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on RTE to broadcast more Irish
language programmes through all its outlets aimed at
both learners and native speakers on a wide range of
topics and contentious issues.

7. Ogra Fianna Fail calls on the state and public bodies
for the creation of bilingual content for all its social and
digital media.

Irish Language and the EU

1. Ogra Fianna Fail supports and praises the
implementation of the Irish language as a full working
language across the European Union Institutions. This
move creates additional translation and interpretation
jobs, and gives equal parity to the Irish language with
other official languages of the EU.

2. Opportunities for engagement with the EU should
be embraced and highlighted by our members of the
European Parliament and Commission, as well as by
ministers participating in the Council of Europe to show
the practical use of the Irish Language in day to day
business.

3. The Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge (TEG) should be
expanded to offer sitting opportunities to all students in
second-level and third-level institutions. This certificate
offers a standardised recognition of language
proficiency which can be utilised across the EU, in line
with the CEFR levels.
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